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Friday, February 3 at 7pm

Tina Cane RI’s Poet Laureate  

and Keegan Lester

Sunday, February 19 at 4pm

Lol Tolhurst 
founding member of The Cure

Thursday, February 23 at 7pm

Stephen O’Shea
Saturday, February 25 at 4pm

Jayne Conway



Staff PickS

The Spy
by Paulo Coelho 
(Knopf)

A short tale but one worth telling of the 
infamous Mata Hari. Known almost exclusively 
for being accused of espionage during WWI, 
her short life was much more than that. 

Based on letters written in her final days, this latest work by 
Paulo Coelho comes at a time when strong women like Mata 
Hari are celebrated. In the book her character even states 
that she was born in the wrong time. Her thirst for freedom 
and independence would have helped her flourish in 2017. 
Unfortunately, these traits worked against her from her birth 
in 1876 to her death by execution in 1917. 

-Emily Bonvechio

The 60s The Story of a Decade  
The New yorker  
(Random House)

Third in the magazine’s series of books 
collecting pieces illustrating each decade since 
its founding, highlights include comments 

on the assassinations of the Kennedys and King, wars and 
revolutions, cultural touchstones like Woodstock and Civil 
Rights, in addition to the prose and poetry the New Yorker 
is known for. The collection also marks a change within the 
New Yorker itself, moving toward more political lines, and 
with each section given a contemporary context, this is a 
unique cultural snapshot of one of the more tumultuous 
decades in recent memory.

-Andrew Devrell

Norse Mythology 
by Neil Gaiman 
(W. W. Norton & Company)

Neil Gaiman transports you to the land 
of ice and fire itself in his retelling of the 
Norse myths. Gaiman has used the gods to 
spin tales of fantasy in his novels, and his 

storytelling skills will captivate you in his newest book, Norse 
Mythology. I’ve always had an interest in Norse Mythology, 
but found most texts dry considering how interesting the 
myths themselves were. From Yggdrasil to Ragnarok he 
breathes life into these gods; their jealousy, vanity, courage, 
and cunning. Norse Mythology is accessible, yet magical,  

and you won’t want the stories to end!

- Susan Schlesinger

Friday, February 3rd at 7pm 

RI’s Poet Laureate Tina Cane, Once 
More With Feeling 
with Keegan Lester, this shouldn’t 
be beautiful but it was & it was all 
i had, so i drew it

“Tina Cane’s lyric reveries uncover the 
treasured details of a youth steeped in New 
York’s once-marginalized neighborhoods. 
Note the tensions in her “minor histories,”  

for example, the self-deprecating resolve that asserts the 
nobility of cultural experiences we recognize as our own even 
in the exactness of Cane’s personal vision. Once More with 
Feeling is a mesmerizing debut come to dignify our most 
worldly passions.” - Gregory Pardlo

Tina Cane was born in Hell’s Kitchen, NYC in 1969 and grew up  
in the city’s East and West Village. She is the founder and director of 
Writers-in-the-Schools, RI, for which she works as a visiting poet,  
and is also an instructor with the writing community, Frequency 
Providence. Tina was the 2016 recipient for the Fellowship Merit 
Award in Poetry from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts. 
She currently serves as the Poet Laureate of Rhode Island.

 
“Falling in love while losing a loved one and watching the  
war news on TV? Life is difficult, and the poems in this 
marvelous collection (this shouldn’t be beautiful…) ask a 
fundamental question: What does it mean to be human?  
Each poem supplies part of the answer--to go looking, to 
make mistakes, to be confused, to be wounded, to keep 
moving toward a new life.” -Mary Ruefle

Keegan Lester is an American poet splitting time between New York 
City and Morgantown, West Virginia. His work is published in or 
forthcoming from the Boston Review, The Atlas Review, Powder Keg, 
Boaat Journal, The Journal, Phantom Books, Tinderbox, CutBank, 
Reality Beach and Sixth Finch among others and has been featured 
on NPR, The New School Writing Blog and ColdFront Mag.

author & SPecial eventS



Sunday, February 19th at 4pm 

Lol Tolhurst, Cured

“On our first day of school, Robert and I 
stood at the designated stop at Hevers Avenue 
with our mothers, and that’s when we met for 
the very first time. We were five years old.” 
So began a lifelong friendship that fourteen 

years later would result in the formation of The Cure, a 
quintessential post-punk band whose albums-such as Three 
Imaginary Boys, Pornography, and Kiss Me, Kiss Me, Kiss Me-
remain among the best-loved and most influential of all time. 
Intensely lyrical and evocative, gripping and unforgettable, 
Cured is the definitive story of a singular band whose legacy 
endures many decades hence, told from the point of view of a 
participant and eyewitness who was there when it happened-
and even before it all began.

Laurence “Lol” Tolhurst formed The Cure with Robert Smith in 
1978. The Cure would go on to chart an impressive selection of 
achievements that includes selling over 27 million units worldwide 
and earning 40 Platinum and Gold Records. Lol, who continues to 
write and perform, makes his home in Los Angeles.

Thursday, February 23rd at 7pm 

Stephen O’Shea, The Alps

For centuries the Alps have seen the march of 
armies, the flow of pilgrims and Crusaders, 
the feats of mountaineers, and the dreams of 
engineers. Some 14 million people live among 
their peaks today. In The alps, Stephen 

O’Shea takes readers up and down these majestic mountains, 
battling his own fear of heights to journey through a 500-mile 
arc across France, Italy, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Germany, 
Austria, and Slovenia.

Stephen O’Shea is the author of several books about European history, 
including the acclaimed Back to the Front and Sea of Faith. He lives 
in Providence, Rhode Island.

author & SPecial eventS
Saturday, February 25th at 4pm 

Jayne Conway, Say Something

Unrequited love is incurable and no one is 
immune. How can any relationship live up 
the ‘great love’ that never was? Della is an Ivy 
League educated, successful career woman, 
who hobnobs with the rich and famous in New 

York City. She has everything she ever wanted, except the 
man she loves. For over a decade, Della’s been hopelessly in 
love with her best friend. Loving Jake is an exquisite form of 
torture, but walking away from him is unimaginable. When his 
marriage suddenly crumbles, the future looks bright for Della 
and Jake...but can the reality of life with the man she loves live 
up to the fantasy she’s created in her mind? There’s only one 
way to find out...

Jayne Conway is a teacher and author. She lives in Block Island with 
her three children.

hold on to thoSe receiPtS!

In the months of January and July, bring in 
any of your old Books on the Square receipts 
and we will add them up and give you a store 
credit worth 10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you for your 
business! Speak to an associate for details.



Lincoln in the bardo 
by George Saunders 
(Random House)

“Saunders’ first novel has a steep entry curve. 
It’s not a novel that reveals itself quickly and 
easily, but if you give it your attention, if you 

burrow deep into the book, you’ll be eminently rewarded. 
There is a richness and depth of humanity here. There is the 
strange and wonderful. There is love and grief and mystery  
all brought together in the story of Abraham Lincoln’s dead 
son, the Civil War, and what may happen to us all after we 
leave the mortal coil. It’s a beautiful and moving book that  
will stay with you for a long, long while.” 

- Jason Vanhee, University Book Store, Seattle, WA

4 3 2 1 
by Paul auster 
(Henry Holt)

“I celebrate whenever there’s something  
new by Paul Auster. I wasn’t prepared, 
though, for just how moved, awed, and 

astonished I found myself while immersed in his inventive 
and grand novel 4 3 2 1. About a life lived fully, about 
possibility in love and finding a path to take that’s the 
right one, this is a large novel in all respects, but, most 
importantly, in spirit. In its writing, Paul Auster has created 
nothing short of a masterpiece.”

- Mitchell Kaplan, Books & Books, Coral Gables, FL

The refugees 
by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
(Grove Press)

“This eloquent and detailed collection of 
aspirations and dreams tells of those torn 
between two worlds, the country and family 

left behind in trade for a distant place of hope and desires 
fulfilled. Each chapter is an experience of memory suffused 
with subtle moments that will leave you breathless.”

- Shannon Alden, Literati Bookstore, Ann Arbor, MI

indie next liSt
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH BOOk CluB

2/6 @ 7pm The Liberation of the  
 Camps, Dan Stone

3/6 @ 7pm My Own Words,  
 Ruth Bader Ginsberg

Queer BOOk CluB

2/15 @7pm  Hissing Cousins,  
 Marc Peyser &  
 Timothy Dwyer

3/15 @ 7pm  The Gods of Tango,  
 Carolina DeRobertis

WAylAnd SQuAre 
neIgHBOrHOOd MeeTIng

2/22 @ 7pm & 3/22 @ 7pm

WATerMAn STreeT  
dOg PArk MeeTIng

2/7@ 7pm & 3/14 @ 7pm

kIdS’ STOry HOurS

Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if our story hours are still taking place.

Book cluBS & 
diScuSSion GrouPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.


