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Staff Picks

The Girl With The Lower Back Tattoo
by Amy Schumer
(Gallery Books)

From first chapter to last this book made me laugh 

out loud. What it didn’t do was mimic many other 

comedians first books with pure fluff. There is 

substance and grit in these pages. Schumer tackles some tough 

and important topics like domestic abuse, childhood poverty, and 

consent. She retraces her steps to success and the people who 

helped get her where she is today. If you like her now for her blunt 

unladylike commentary, you’ll walk away loving her for her family 

values and introverted personal life. 

-Emily Bonvechio

Secret Horses of Briar Hill
by Megan Shepherd 
(Delacorte Books for Young Readers)

Emmaline is the only one who can see the winged 

horses that live in the mirrors of Briar Hill, an 

elegant mansion that once belonged to a princess 

but has been converted to a hospital for sick children. But then a 

white horse with broken wings shows up in the abandoned garden 

in the real world, along with a letter from the Horse Lord, asking 

Emmaline to protect Foxfire from sinister forces. The evil Black 

Horse hunts by moonlight and is blinded by color, so she must 

surround Foxfire with a rainbow of colorful objects until she heals. 

But where will she find them, when her world is so full of grey? A 

soft, magical, melancholy book for fans of The Secret Garden.

- Katie Perkins

Friday, October 14 at 7pm  
Kirstin Allio, Clothed, Female Figure

Clothed, Female Figure opens a singular 
investigation of women: mothers, daughters, 
gardeners, housecleaners, employers, aunts, 
nannies, friends. There are dispatches from haloed 
single-girl apartments in New York, from the 

horsetail scrubland behind the beach club, from the house behind 
the linden tree where the first baby was born. An overgrown back 
garden becomes the shrouded stage for a reunion. A Russian nanny 
guards a secret. A new wife subverts housekeeping to outflank her 
mother-in-law. An alcoholic daughter is haunted by her mother’s 
disappearance. Through ten independent but thematically linked 
stories, Allio conjures women in conflict and on the edge, who 
embrace, battle, and transcend their domestic dimensions.

Kirstin Allio’s novel, Garner, was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book 
Prize for First Fiction. She is a recipient of the National Book Foundation’s 
5 Under 35 award, a PEN/O. Henry prize, and other honors for her short 
stories and essays. She has been a Howard Foundation Fellow at Brown 

University, and she lives in Providence, RI with her husband and sons. 

Saturday, October 15th at 11am  
Join us for a special Autumn story time  
with Denise Flagg featuring her book  
Klaus’s First Winter

Take a stroll with Klaus the dog, through a charming New England 
neighborhood, and meet some of his friends along the way. On this 
adventure, you will discover alongside Klaus how Sally Squirrel, 
Billy the Eastern Bluebird and Freddie Frog survive the cold and 
snowy winter months. Have fun, while learning about migration 
and hibernation, on this fascinating, autumn morning walk.

Having been an avid reader from a very young age, Denise fell in love with 
creative writing. She enjoys writing children’s books, adult fiction and poetry 
and has several published poems. She has worked in the medical field for 
more than 25 years and values community, serving as a volunteer for a family 
homeless shelter for 10 years.

Author & Special events



Author & Special events

Sunday, October 16 at 2pm  
Grace Lin, When the Sea Turned to Silver 

Pinmei’s gentle, loving grandmother always has 
the most exciting tales for her granddaughter and 
the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered 
one night when soldiers of the Emperor arrive and 
kidnap the storyteller. Everyone knows that the 

Emperor wants something called the Luminous Stone That Lights 
the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, Pinmei 
embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone alongside 
her friend Yishan, a mysterious boy who seems to have his own 
secrets to hide. Together, the two must face obstacles usually found 
only in legends to find the Luminous Stone and save Pinmei’s 
grandmother--before it’s too late.

Grace Lin is the award-winning and bestselling author and illustrator of 
Starry River of the Sky, Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, The Year 
of the Dog, The Year of the Rat, Dumpling Days, and Ling & Ting, as well 
as picture books such as The Ugly Vegetables and Dim Sum for Everyone! 
Grace is a graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design and lives in 
Massachusetts.

Saturday, October 22 LOCAL AUTHOR DAY 
4pm 
Gabrielle Doucet, Let Go and Let Love

The suicide of her only son, Drew, understandably 
devastated Gabrielle Doucet. Compounding her 
grief was her realization that very few resources 
were available to help survivors of suicide loss.  

As a nurse and healer, Doucet has spent her career helping 
people—and even mired by grief, she was determined to use her 
own personal tragedy to support, aid, and inspire others on their 
journey toward healing after the suicide of a loved one. Let Go 
and Let Love combines stories about Doucet’s son, Drew, and her 
experiences coming to terms with his death and its aftermath—
with a powerful seven-step program for survivors to use to facilitate 
their own healing.

Gabrielle Doucet is a registered nurse, healing energy practitioner, and 
author. As a person of spirit, she’s spent the last eleven years helping people 
improve their health, reduce stress through gaining awareness of the mind-
body connection, and achieve a more balanced lifestyle through education 
and adjustment of landscape and environment.

7:00pm 
Bill Comeau, Seeking Solid Gold 

An aspiring singer-songwriter in 1968 New York 
pursues his dream of scoring big in the music 
industry - and with his leggy, Midwestern dream 
date, who just happens to dance with the  
Rockettes. Does love have a chance where ambition 
is concerned?

Bill Comeau spurned a full scholarship to study art at the Museum School in 
Boston in order to become a songwriter and join the folk music movement 
of the 60’s. As a songwriter, Bill has produced twelve albums and 3 Grammy 
nominations. Also an accomplished painter and playwright, Bill has been 
published by Contemporary Drama, Baker’s Plays, Sugarhouse Press, and 
the United Church Press.

Sunday, October 30, at 3pm 
Join us for a special Halloween  
story time with  
Anika Denise featuring her book  
Monster Trucks.  

Dress in costume and enjoy snacks after story time!

Ready, set, go! The monster truck race is on in this frightfully 
delightful picture book.  On a spooky speedway, Monster Trucks 
moan! Monster Trucks grumble! Monster Trucks groan! Join 
Frankentruck, Zombie Truck, Ghost Truck, and more as they race 
to the finish line. But one of these trucks isn’t quite who you think.

Anika Denise is a children’s book author and poet. When not writing 
tales of vroom and doom, she can found zipping around her hometown of 
Barrington, RI in her Monster Minivan. She is also the author of Baking Day 
at Grandma’s, illustrated by her husband Christopher Denise.

Wednesday, November 5 at 11:30am  
(following our regular story time)  
Jacqueline Davies, Panda Pants 

And so begins a hilarious battle of wills when a 
young panda tries to convince his father why pants 

make perfect sense. After all, pants are soft. Pants keep you warm. 
Some pants even have... POCKETS! But with a menacing snow 
leopard lurking in the background, will the longed-for pants end up 
having an even greater role to play? This humorous story captures 
the push and pull between a parent and child as they face off over 
the age-old dilemma of what to wear... with the most heartwarming 
of results.

Jacqueline Davies is the author of numerous beloved books for children, 
including the highly acclaimed books in the Lemonade War series. She also 
writes picture books, such as Tricking the Tallyman and The Boy Who Drew 
Birds: A Story of John James Audubon. Jacqueline lives in Needham, MA.



Hero of the Empire: The Boer War, 
a Daring Escape, and the Making of 
Winston Churchill 
by Candice Millard 
(Doubleday)

“No one was more certain that he was destined 
for greatness than Winston Churchill and he let nothing deter or 
discourage him from achieving that goal. The young Churchill 
saw his path to prominence and power through fearless exploits 
in the British Army and as a war correspondent. England’s brutal 
war with the Boer rebels in southern Africa would prove to be his 
crucible. Millard’s exciting chronicle of Churchill’s experiences 
there, both daring and humbling, is a fitting tribute to a man whose 
early dreams of glory proved to be a self-fulfilling prophesy.”  
 - Alden Graves, Northshire Bookstore, Manchester Center, VT

The Other Einstein 
by Marie Benedict 
(Sourcebooks Landmark)

“To portray Einstein not as the scientific genius 
we have been led to know, but as a callous, 
manipulative human being is what Benedict 

brilliantly accomplishes. Could the highly intelligent Mileva 
Maric — leading the bohemian life in 1890s Zurich — pursue 
a nontraditional career in science and math and simultaneously 
maintain a traditional relationship with the young Albert Einstein? 
With historical flair, The Other Einstein presents a volatile life 
filled with moments of collaboration and sacrifice, humiliation and 
outrage, and a will to change forces to save one’s own existence.”  
 - Mindy Ostrow, the river’s end bookstore, Oswego, NY

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH bOOk cLub

11/17 @ 7pm The Secret Cord,  
 Geraldine Brooks 

Queer bOOk cLub

10/19 @ 7pm  The Naked Civil  
 Servant, Quentin Crisp

11/16 @ 7pm  A Cup of Water  
 Under My Bed,  
 Daisy Hernandez 
 
WAyLANd SQuAre 
NeIgHbOrHOOd MeetINg

10/26 @ 7pm

book clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

HOLd ON tO  
tHOSe receIPtS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ StOry HOurS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


