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Check Us Out on Facebook and Twitter!

Voted Best
independent Bookstore  

in Providence by the  
providence Monthly

Join us in celebrating the  
2nd annual national 

indePendent bookstore day!

authors and Publishers have created limited edition 
2016 bookstore day items that will only be available 
beginning april 30th. limited quantities will be 
available! there will be fun prizes and activities 
throughout the day. check our Facebook, twitter,  
and instagram for more information.

children’s book Week  
is aPProaching!

children’s book Week is May 2nd - 8th. We will  
have a book scavenger hunt on saturday, May 7th,  
along with more surprises, gifts and fun to be 
announced soon. you can vote in the 9th annual 
children’s and teen’s book awards between  
april 1st- 25th. don’t miss out!



Thurs. Apr. 7 at 7pm 
Bill Reynolds, Hope: A School,  
A Team, A Dream

Hope High School was known for its state 
championship basketball teams in the 1960s, 
but its 2012 team is much different. Disobedient, 
distracted, and overwhelmed by family troubles, 

with mismatched sneakers and a penchant for profanity and 
anger, these boys represent Coach Dave Nyblom’s dream of a 
championship, however unlikely that might seem. Nyblom’s mostly 
black players, including several who emigrated to Providence from 
war-torn Liberia, face gang violence, domestic uncertainty, drug 
problems, and a host of other issues. But with the unfailing support 
and guidance of Nyblom and other Hope coaches, their ragtag team 
gradually pulls together, overcoming every obstacle to find the faith 
and trust in themselves that Nyblom never stops teaching.

Bill Reynolds is an award-winning sports columnist for the Providence 
Journal. He is the author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Success is 
a Choice with Rick Pitino, Basketball Junkie with Chris Herren, Fall River 
Dreams, and Glory Days.

Sat. Apr. 9 at 4pm 
Joyce Maynard, Under the Influence

Drinking cost Helen her marriage and custody of 
her seven-year-old son, Ollie. Once an aspiring art 
photographer, she now makes ends meet taking 
portraits of school children and working for a 
caterer. Recovering from her addiction, she spends 

lonely evenings checking out profiles on an online dating site. 
Weekend visits with her son are awkward. He’s drifting away from 
her, fast. When she meets Ava and Swift Havilland, the vulnerable 
Helen is instantly enchanted. Wealthy, connected philanthropists, 
they have their own charity devoted to rescuing dogs. Their home 
is filled with fabulous friends, edgy art, and dazzling parties. Then 
Helen meets Elliott, a kind, quiet accountant who offers loyalty 
and love with none of her newfound friends’ fireworks. To Swift 
and Ava, he’s boring. But even worse than that, he’s unimpressed 
by them. As Helen increasingly falls under the Havillands’ 
influence—running errands, doing random chores, questioning 
her relationship with Elliott—Ava and Swift hold out the most 
seductive gift: their influence and help to regain custody of her son. 
But the debt Helen owes them is about to come due.

Joyce Maynard is the author of eight previous novels, including  
To Die For, Labor Day, The Good Daughters, and four books of  
nonfiction. She lives in California.

Staff picks

The Wild Robot 
by Peter Brown 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers)

This is Brown’s middle grade debut and he doesn’t 

disappoint. Roz is a robot who awakens on an 

island with no idea of who she is or how she landed 

in this bewildering environment. As this wonderful heroine finds 

a way to survive among her encounters with strange creatures, 

she learns how to adapt as well as the meaning of compassion, 

acceptance, and family. A heart warming and charming tale for 

young and old alike, Brown provides us all with the opportunity 

for thought provoking discussion across generations. Read it 

alone, read it with others, and read it again! Peter Brown has been 

awarded the Caldecott Honor Award, the New York Times Best 

Illustrated Children’s Book Award, and, The Children’s Choice 

Book Award for Best Illustrator of the Year. (The Children’s  

Choice is the only book award voted on by children themselves!)

- Susan Schlesinger 

Wolf Hollow 
by Lauren Wolk 

(Dutton Books for Young Readers)

Set against the backdrop of rural Pennsylvania, 

the story of Wolf Hollow could really have taken 

place in any country town in the USA during the 

1940s. Over seas, World War II rages on, but in this small farm 

community the bombing couldn’t seem farther away. Eleven year 

old Annabelle suddenly has her hands full when a terrible accident 

occurs outside the schoolhouse one afternoon. It’s a mystery that 

needs solving and she’s sure that the new bully in town, Betty, has 

everything to do with it. But how is she connected to Toby, the 

silent WWI vet living in a shack in the woods? And will the truth 

change what happened to poor Ruth?

-Emily Heney

Author & Special Events



Thurs. Apr 14 at 7pm 
Rabbi Susan Silverman, Casting Lots: 
Creating A Family in a Beautiful  
Broken World

Susan Silverman grew up with parents who were, 
both before and after a devastating loss, atheists. 
Yet, as a young adult, she shocked everyone who 

knew her (“But you were elected Class Flirt in high school!”) 
and became a rabbi. What was not surprising, however, was that 
she built her own big, unwieldy family through both birth and 
adoption, something she had intended from childhood. With three 
daughters and two sons (“We produce girls and import boys”), this 
unique family becomes a metaphor for the world’s contradictions 
and complexities—a microcosm of the tragedy and joy, hope and 
despair, cruelty and compassion, predictability and absurdity 
of this world we all live in. A meditation on identity, faith, and 
belonging—one that’s as funny as it is moving—Casting Lots will 
resonate with anyone who has struggled to find their place in the 
world and to understand the significance of that place.

Susan Silverman is a writer, activist and speaker. She has written for and 
appeared in The Forward, The Boston Globe, The New York Times, The 
Daily Beast, The Huffington Post, The Jerusalem Post, The New York Post, 
Al Jazeera, and CNN, among others. She speaks on social justice issues, 
including partnering with her sister, comedian Sarah Silverman, to address 
issues and ideas of common concern.

Fri. Apr. 15 at 7pm 
Bill Comeau, Not to Burst Your  
Bubble of Nothin’

More scintillating words from Massachusetts 
poet Bill Comeau. Some of his “early works” 
(1955–1976) in print for the first time. This volume 

of poetry chronicles Bills years at Hartford Seminary, Bangor 
Theological Seminary, University of New Hampshire, Haverhill 
High School and spanning the decades to recent years These are 
the sometimes poignant, always witty thoughts of a dyslexic, bipolar 
kid driven to impulsive actions and convinced that he would not 
make it beyond his 36th birthday in 1977.  Bill exhorts readers to 
“enjoy, reflect on whatever you’ve been told about your prospects, 
your talent, or your future… and never stop creating what makes 
you happy.”

Bill Comeau, a retired minister of The United Church of Assonet, is an 

author, poet, artist, playwright and musician.

Thurs. Apr. 28 at 7pm 
Jean Trounstine, Boy With A Knife: 
A Story of Murder, Remorse and A 
Prisoner’s Fight for Justice 

Boy With A Knife tells the story of Karter Kane 
Reed, who, at the age of sixteen, was sentenced to 
life in an adult prison for a murder he committed 

in 1993 in a high school classroom. Twenty years later, in 2013, 
he became one of the few men in Massachusetts to sue the Parole 
Board and win his freedom. The emotional and devastating 
narrative takes us step by step through Karter’s crime, trial, 
punishment, and survival in prison, as well as his readjustment 
into regular society. In addition to being a powerful portrayal of 
one boy trying to come to terms with the consequences of his tragic 
actions, Boy With A Knife is also a searing critique of the practice 
of sentencing youth to adult prisons, providing a wake-up call on 
how we must change the laws in this country that allow children to 
be sentenced as adults.

Jean Trounstine is the author of the highly praised Shakespeare Behind Bars: 
The Power of Drama in Women’s Prison, about her decade directing plays 
and teaching at Framingham Women’s Prison in Massachusetts. She has 
written numerous articles on prison issues for Boston Magazine, the Boston 
Globe Magazine, and other publications, and has been the subject of many 
articles, radio broadcasts (NPR) and TV shows (The Today Show).

Author & Special Events



At the Edge of the Orchard 
by Tracy Chevalier 
(Viking)

“Robert Goodenough was born in Ohio’s Black 
Swamp. The youngest of 10 children, he was the 
only one with any interest in his father’s obsession 

of buying seedlings from John Chapman, better known as Johnny 
Appleseed, and trying to cultivate and perfect his apple orchard in 
the inhospitable black muck. Family tragedy sends Robert running 
west to California and the Gold Rush, where he finds solace in 
the redwoods and sequoias and meets a naturalist who recognizes 
his love of botany. But Robert is reluctantly forced to face his past 
and must decide to either claim it or set out on his own path. 
Chevalier’s tale is a thoughtfully crafted and vivid slice of  
pioneer life.”  
 - Jody Misner Chwatun, Saturn Booksellers, Gaylord, MI 

Lust & Wonder 
by Augusten Burroughs 
(St. Martin’s Press)

“We have read about his crazy childhood, 
his struggles with alcohol, and his troubled 
relationships with his father and Christmas. Now, 

we have Burroughs’ take on love and romance, and what a tale it is! 
This is a love story as only Burroughs can tell it — the wrong lovers, 
the long-term relationship that turned out to be toxic, and the love 
that was staring him in the face all along. Roses and moonlight it is 
not, but the course of true love never does run smooth. I laughed, I 
cried — just read it!”  
 - Susan Taylor, Market Block Books, Troy, NY

indie Next list
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH Book CluB

4/4 @ 7pm The Brothers  
 Ashkenazi, I. J. Singer

5/2 @ 7pm Henna House,  
 Nomi Eve

QuEEr Book CluB

4/20 @ 7pm The Daylight Gate,  
 Jeanette Winterson

5/18 @ 7pm The City and the Pillar,  
 Gore Vidal

WAylANd SQuArE 
NEigHBorHood MEEtiNg

4/25 & 5/25 @ 7pm

Book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

Hold oN to  
tHoSE rECEiptS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kidS’ Story HourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


