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11:00-11:30  

Children's Story Time

1:00-3:00 p.m.  

Guest Bookseller  
Annie Hartnett would  
love to tell you about  
some of her favorite book 
recommendations!

4:00-5:30 

Abigail Brooks,  
The Ways Women Age
 
Set against the backdrop of 
commercialized medicine in the 
United States, Abigail T. Brooks 
investigates the anti-aging 
craze from the perspective of 
women themselves, examining 
the rapidly changing cultural 
attitudes, pressures, and 
expectations of female aging. 
Drawn from in-depth interviews 
with women in the United States 
who choose, and refuse, to have 
cosmetic anti-aging procedures, 
The Ways Women Age provides 
a fresh understanding of how 
today’s women feel about aging.

Abigail T. Brooks is Director of 
the Women’s Studies Program and 
Assistant Professor of Sociology at 
Providence College.

6 pm  

A Crash Course on  
the Short Story  
with Annie Hartnett  
of Grub Street

Annie currently teaches classes 
on the novel and the short story 
at Grub Street, an independent 
writing center in Boston. In this 
two-hour crash course, we'll talk 
about the basic elements of the 
short story. We'll learn about 
characters, setting, point of view, 
and about what we really want 
from the good ol' beginning, 
middle and end. We'll look at 
examples of short stories to 
inspire us and there will be 
in-class writing exercises. Please 
bring a laptop or a notebook.

This workshop is free and open 
to the public. Pre-registration is 
required at Eventbright:  
http://bit.ly/2oiAWFX



Staff PickS

The Shattered Tree 
by Charles Todd 
(William Morrow)

The time is World War I and British nurse 
Bess Crawford has sustained a mild injury at 
the front lines. She is sent to Paris to recover 

away from the shelling. Despite orders to take it easy, Bess 
finds herself increasingly entangled in the identity and origins 
of a French soldier she once tended to. You will like this book 
if you like mysteries by Alan Bradley or Martin Walker. Instead 
of being gruesome or terrifying, it leaves you puzzling over 
facts. Readers don’t need to be familiar with the characters 
from previous Bess Crawford mysteries to enjoy this one. 

- Emily Bonvechio

revolution for Dummies  
by Bassem Youssef
(Dey St/William Morrow)

Dictators and regimes fear jokers; jokers show 
the emperor has no clothes. This is the main 
thrust of Youssef’s wonderfully irreverent 

and deeply personal memoir of his involvement in the Arab 
Spring, and how it affected him and Egypt in general. His 
fame as a Youtube star (Youssef is a doctor) enabled him 
to go on to produce a satirical television show that got him 
dubbed “The Jon Stewart of the Arabic World.” This gave 
him a unique insight into the hope and chaos and repression 
that has made up the Egyptian Revolution. At turns both 
sublime and ridiculous, it shows us the very real power of 
satire in difficult times.

- Andrew Devrell

Down City 
by leah Carroll
(Grand Central Publishing)

Down City reads like noir, but is in fact 
a powerful tale of death, corruption, 
destruction and love. Leah Carroll’s mother 

was brutally murdered by the mob when she was 4-years-
old. She was intermittently raised by her alcoholic father, 
and their relationship was wrought with turmoil, as well as 
unconditional love. He was found dead in a seedy motel room 
in down city when Leah was 18. In Down City, Leah returns 
to Providence to discover what happened to her family, and 
why. Part memoir, and part investigative journalism, this is a 
tragic story of an inept justice system, a broken family, and 
one woman’s search for the truth.

- Susan Schlesinger

The Wanderers 
by Meg Howrey
(Putnum)

On the surface, The Wanderers is a tale of 
three astronauts and their preparations for the 
mission that will take them to Mars.  But Meg 

Howrey’s fantastic novel is so  much more than that. It is the 
tale of relationships and of what is real or imagined. Spending 
seventeen months in a realistic simulation, astronauts Helen 
Kane, Sergei Kuznetsov and Yoshihiro Tanaka each bring a 
special strength to their  mission, and each one also leaves 
behind a loved one. From the daily tasks to the  emergency 
maneuvers aboard the simulator, the astronauts must be 
prepared for anything that may occur in the ultimate trip to 
Mars. Told in the alternating voices of astronauts and  
family, it is the story of discovery and despair, hopefulness 
and wonder.

- Jennifer Kandarian



Thursday April 6 at 7pm

N. S. Dolkart, Among the Fallen

In the wake of the battle of Silent Hall, the city 
of Ardis is reeling, its leaders frightened and 
disorganized. The remaining oracle of the god 
Ravennis has resurfaced there and is spreading 
a new gospel – one in which Ravennis is 

the new Lord of the Underworld. Narky is swept up in the 
promotion of his religion, even while the prevailing church of 
Magor tries to put down its upstart rivals. 

N S Dolkart is the author of the Godserfs series, character driven 
epic fantasy with a philosophical heart. By day he works in a nursing 
home; when not at work he loves singing bass, cooking, and Israeli 
Folk Dancing.

Friday April 21 at 7pm

Corey Dolgon, Kill It to Save It

How have powerful Americans convinced their 
fellow citizens to support policies beneficial 
only to the wealthy? Why have so many given 
up on public education, safe food and safe 
streets, living wages – even on democracy 

itself?  Kill it to Save it lays bare the hypocrisy of US political 
discourse by documenting the story of capitalism’s triumph 
over democracy. As the Progressive Left tries to understand 
how President Trump came to power, Corey Dolgon 
documents his historical, political and cultural road map. 
Dolgon argues that American citizens now accept policies that 
destroy the public sector and promote political stories that 
feel right “in the gut”, regardless of science or facts.

Dr Corey Dolgon is Professor of Sociology and Director of Community 
Based Learning at Stonehill College, Easton, MA. He is past 
president of the Association for Humanist Sociology and has taught at 
Harvard and Clark Universities.

author & SPecial eventS
Friday April 28 at 7pm

Laura Moore, Making Waves

As the overly responsible daughter of an 
irresponsible socialite, Dakota Hale practically 
raised herself. Now she’s turned her talent for 
placating the whims of the rich and spoiled 
into a lucrative concierge business in the 

swanky Hamptons. Meticulous and determined, Dakota has 
her life mapped out with one goal uppermost in mind: never, 
ever be like her mother. Surfing the waves of the Atlantic 
keeps Dakota steady when the drama on land gets too 
outrageous. But when sexy mogul Max Carr hires her, it rocks 
her balance in a big way.

Bestselling contemporary romance author Laura Moore’s writing 
career began in a graduate school class that was, to put it kindly, a 
bit dry. After filling the pages of a coffee-stained notebook, she realized 
she’d written a love story that others might enjoy. Ride A Dark 
Horse was published the following year. Eleven books later, Laura 
thanks her lucky stars she enrolled in that graduate course.  

Thursday May 4 at 7pm

Max Winter, Exes

For Clay Blackall, a lifelong resident of 
Providence, RI, the place has become an 
obsession. Here live the only people who 
can explain what happened to his brother, 
Eli, whose suicide haunts this heartbreaking, 

hilarious novel-in-fragments. A failed actor impersonates a 
former movie star; an ex-con looks after a summer  
home perched atop a rock in the bay; a broken-hearted 
Salutatorian airs thirteen years’ worth of dirty laundry at 
his school’s commencement. Clay compiles their stories, 
invasively providing context in the form of footnotes that  
lead always, somehow, back to Eli. Behind Clay’s task— 
which seems insane, definitely doomed, and, as the pages 
turn, increasingly suspect—burns his desire to understand  
his brother’s death and the city that has defined and ruined  
them both.

Max Winter is a graduate of UC Irvine’s MFA program (2007), and 
his work has appeared in Day One and Diner Journal. Exes is his 
debut novel. He lives in Providence, RI with his wife and son.



The Tea Girl of Hummingbird lane 
by lisa See
(Scribner)

“This captivating story is set in a remote 
Yunnan village where, for many years, the 
Akha people have followed the rituals and 

cycles of harvesting tea leaves. Slowly, the changes going 
on in the rest of China begin to reach the area. Li-yan, one 
of the few educated girls in the village, acts as translator 
for a stranger seeking a rare tea from Yunnan. When Li-yan 
gives birth to a baby out of wedlock, she wraps her baby in 
a blanket along with a package of the rare tea and leaves her 
in a city where she will be taken to an orphanage. Over the 
years, mother and daughter dream of finding one another 
again. Brew yourself a cup of tea and settle down to read this 
tale of family and the search for answers in different places 
and cultures.” 

- Elizabeth Merritt, Titcomb’s Bookshop, East Sandwich, MA

American War
by Omar El Akkad
(Knopf)

“Omar El Akkad has delivered a stunning 
debut. He imagines a world in a not-too-
distant future where Americans are at war 

with each other once again. The characters in this story are 
fully developed and individual, yet their histories — their 
stories — extend into the histories of all those displaced and 
affected by the forces of war. The title, American War, is a 
shape-shifter. At once, it means that America is again at war, 
but at times reflects the ways in which the true, actual wars 
that America has perpetrated on Earth have affected the lives 
of millions of people. This will be one of the most discussed 
books of the year, and I cannot wait to put it in the hands of 
all readers looking to be changed.” 

- Matt Keliher, SubText Books, St. Paul, MN

indie next liSt
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH BooK CluB

4/3 @ 7pm Such Good Girls,  
 Richard Rosen

5/1 @ 7pm Orphan #8,  
 Kim Van Alkemade

QuEEr BooK CluB

4/19 @ 7pm Breakfast on pluto,  
 Patrick McCabe

5/17 @ 7pm The right Side  
 of History,  
 Adrian Brooks

WAylAnd SQuArE 
nEIgHBorHood MEETIng

4/26 @ 7pm & 5/24 @ 7pm

WATErMAn STrEET  
dog PArK MEETIng

4/11 @ 7pm & 5/9 @ 7pm

KIdS’ STory HourS

Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if our story hours are still taking place.

Book cluBS & 
diScuSSion GrouPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.


