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For more free poetry resources, visit Poets.org/national-poetry-month.
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Independent Bookstore Day
Saturday, April 28

Celebrate Independent Bookstore Day
at Books on the Square
“Bookstores are more than just repositories of
knowledge, they’re living, breathing, evolving
representations of our best selves.
– Celeste Ng, 2018 Independent Bookstore Day Author Ambassador

Independent Bookstore Day is a day to stop in and support
your indies, to help us stay at the center of our thriving
local community. It’s a day to celebrate the universe of
possibilities that exist between the pages of a book and
on the shelves of an indie. Most importantly, it’s a day to
share in our passion for the reading of books. Hundreds of
stores across the country will be participating and we hope
to see you there.
In fact, it’s Independent Bookstore Day’s 4th birthday, so
come celebrate with us! We’ll be hosting a Llama Llama
Coloring Party, a storewide Scavenger Hunt, and a Doggy
Day. Get ready to have a blast, eat snacks, and win prizes!
If you’re feeling extra adventurous, try letting us set you
up for a Blind Date with a Book. We’re sure the two of you
will hit it off. We’ll also have limited edition merchandise
created exclusively for indie bookstores, giveaways, and
special sales. We’re expecting surprise guests and loads
of fun.

“If you feel that the experience of reading a
book is valuable, then read the book. This
is how we change the world: we grab hold
of it. We change ourselves.”
- Ann Patchett

All day – It’s Doggy Day! Snap a photo
your dog at Books on the Square, post it to
social media and tag us to be entered into a
special drawing.
11:00 AM–12:00 PM - Join us for a special
Llama Llama Coloring Party after story time
with Chris.
1:00 PM–5:00 PM – There will be a
storewide Scavenger Hunt. Keep a weather
eye out and you might win a prize!
5:00 PM–7:00PM – Enjoy snacks and drinks
while you choose a Blind Date with a Book.

For up to date information, follow us on:
Instagram: @books_on_the_square
Twitter: #booksontheaquare
Facebook: @booksonthesquare

National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month, created and hosted by the
Academy of American Poets, is a national celebration
of the place of poetry within art and culture. Begun
in 1996, NPM seeks to remind us that poetry is a
powerful and important medium with a lasting cultural
legacy. Poets across the world speak out, acting as
witness to the world around us and helping us connect
with each other across the lines that divide us.

So, celebrating with the Academy of
American Poets, Books on the Square wants
to encourage readers and writers alike to
spend the month of April exploring poets,
old and new. Finding new authors can be
hard and poets even more so. Poetry can
seem daunting and impossible.
April is the month to realize how wrong that
is. Poetry has the power to reach right into
our chests and touch our souls, to shine just
a little light into the darkest corners of our
hearts, to let us know that it’s okay to be
who we are and that there are others like us
out there.
From Emily Dickinson to Jalal al-Din Rumi,
from Langston Hughes to John Donne, from
Robert Frost to Maya Angelou, poets and
their words make up some of the strongest
threads in the fabric of our culture. We see
their echoes all around us. Revisiting the
classics is always a great place to start. Pick
up a collection of Shakespeare’s sonnets,
Keats’ odes, or Milton’s epics and see
where they take you.
If the idea of those looming giants is a little
too daunting, try starting a little closer to
home. milk and honey by rupi kaur is one
of my favorite books of the last few years
and would certainly be an excellent place to
begin. Or you could take a look at Wade in
the Water or Life on Mars by Tracy K Smith,
our new Poet Laureate. If you’re looking for
something lighter with beautiful illustrations,
All Our Wild Wonder by Sarah Kay would
be perfect, or for something powerful and
empowering, Bone by Yrsa Daley-Ward.

Whiskey Words & A Shovel III by r.h.sin
is heartfelt jealousy and unrequited love
shaped with a gentle hand. For a story of
resilience that’s a step out of the ordinary,
pick up a copy of the witch doesn’t burn
in this one by Amanda Lovelace. For a
delicate and textured love letter to humanity,
look for Eye Level by Jenny Xie.
As winter gives way to spring and April
showers prepare the earth for the beauty
of summer, the power of poetry blooms all
around us. Take a moment to enjoy it.

- Francesgrace Ferland

Thursday, April 26th at 7pm

Come join us for our
first annual Poetry Night.
In honor of National Poetry Month, we will be hosting
an open mic night and poetry discussion. Established
or aspiring poets are welcome to come and share their
work. Poetry enthusiasts are welcome to come and share
their favorite pieces or just hang out and chat. There will
be snacks, drinks, and poetry! What more could you want
on a Thursday night?

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers
around the country are reading.
Here are a few selections from the
most recent Indie Bound Next List.
These are all highly recommended and
available now at Books on the Square.

Varina
by Charles Frazier
(Ecco)
“In the elegant and compelling prose that
made Cold Mountain an award-winning
bestseller, Charles Frazier brings to life Varina
Howell Davis, the wife of the president of
the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis. Varina is told in two voices:
Varina’s and Jimmie Limber’s, the black boy she raises as a son
and is forced to abandon as she and her children flee Richmond
while the Confederacy crumbles. When Jimmie and Varina
reunite years later and relive the cataclysmic events of the war
years, they examine the morality and consequences of Varina’s
— and a nation’s — choices. As great literature often does, this
novel forced me to look at my own actions and attitudes with a
more critical eye.”
- Sarah Goddin, Quail Ridge Books, Raleigh, NC

Book Clubs &
Discussion Groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free
and open to the public. Monthly book club
selections will be discounted 10%.

Hadassah Book Club
4/2 @ 7pm

The Family Carnovsky,
Joshua Singer

5/7 @ 7pm

Heretics,
Leonardo Padura

6/4 @ 7pm

Identical Strangers,
Elyse Schein

Queer Book Club
4/18 @ 7pm Another Country,
James Baldwin
5/16 @ 7pm Surpassing Certainty,
Janet Mock
6/20 @ 7pm

Every Note Played
by Lisa Genova
(Gallery/Scout Press)
“In a tightly composed piece of writing, novelist
Lisa Genova carries the reader through the
grim melody and turbulent sequencing of ALS
while expertly relaying the gradual impact of
the disease on the lives of patients and caregivers. With medical
details balanced against the raw manifestation of the human
experience, Every Note Played explores the cruel effects of loss
and the profound effects of compassion and forgiveness. Richard
and Karina are voluntarily alone, yet uncomfortably united by a
sense of need and duty. Genova holds nothing back, producing a
story that resonates with meaning and builds to a keen point of
understanding.”
- Joan Gallagher, Where the Sidewalk Ends, Chatham, MA

Call Me By My Name,
John Ed Bradley

The Young Adult LitClub
4/16 @ 7pm

Akata Witch,
Nnedi Okorafor

5/21 @ 7pm

So You Want to
Be a Wizard,
Diane Duane

6/18 @ 7pm

Annie on My Mind,
Nancy Garden

Kids’ Story Hours

Hold on to those receipts!

Mon., Babies 10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids 11:00-11:30

In the months of January and July, bring in any of your old Books on
the Square receipts and we will add them up and give you a store credit
worth 10% of your purchases!

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather.
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to
find out if our story hours are still taking place.

It’s our way of thanking you for your business!
Speak to an associate for details.

