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The Kingdom
By Fuminori Nakamura 
(Soho Crime)

This novel, translated from Japanese by Kalau 

Almony, is a thrilling, dark, crime novel. It follows 

Yurika, a seductive thief of sorts who pretends to 

be a prostitute while stealing incriminating photos of high powered 

men in Tokyo. Who she works for she isn’t exactly sure but they 

pay her large sums of money for her expertise and her silence. 

Having grown up in an orphanage and not made many connections 

in adulthood, Yurika is a lone wolf. Her life suddenly turns a dark 

corner when she runs into someone from her past and none of her 

clever, sneaky skills can hide her from one of the most powerful 

underworld bosses in Japan. At times jarring to read, this one will 

make your heart race. 

- Emily Heney

The Star Touched Queen
by Roshani Chokshi
(St. Martin’s Griffin)

A mythic reimagining written in breathtaking 

prose, The Star-Touched Queen is an absolute 

must read that crosses worlds and boundaries.  

At seventeen, Maya has spent most of her life living under the 

cloud of a horoscope, dark with death and destruction and yet, her 

father is still determined that she marry. What begins as a simple 

courting ritual ends in blood. Maya is whisked away with Amar, the 

king of Akaran. In the land of her new husband, Maya discovers 

truths about both herself and the world that she never imagined. 

Mixing Indian mythology with aspects of the tale of Persephone 

and Hades, the novel questions what defines strength and what it 

means to be saved. My favorite book of 2016 so far. A great read for 

fans of the Lunar Chronicles or Marion Zimmer Bradley. 

-Francesgrace Ferland

staff Picks

The Gentleman  
by Forrest Leo 
(Penguin Press)

A popular Victorian poet named Lionel Savage 

becomes distraught when he realizes his muse has 

left him. He blames his new wife, Vivian, whom 

he married for money. Then Lionel accidentally sells her to the 

Devil who turns out to be a very pleasant gentleman; they meet at a 

London society party and Lionel lends him a volume of Tennyson. 

After Viv disappears and he realizes how much he truly loves her, 

he teams up with a motley crew of swashbucklers, including his 

own kid sister, to get her back from hell. Action, adventure, and lots 

of wit complement this strong and diverse cast.

- Katie Perkins

Everyone Brave is Forgiven 
by Chris Cleave 
(Simon & Schuster)
 
Everyone Brave is Forgiven is a historical fiction 

drama, set during the first years of World War 2, 

that follows Mary North and Alistair Heath from 

1939 to 1942. Alistair enlists, while Mary wants to become a spy, 

but is instead appointed as a teacher by the government, much to 

her dismay. They attempt to maintain a long-distance relationship 

through Alistair’s deployment and Mary’s job. The story alternates 

between the well-known Battle of Britain and the heroic defense 

of Malta, a lesser-known stand against the Nazis that earned 

the island’s whole population the George Cross. The transitions 

between the subplots were smooth and I never had trouble keeping 

on top of the action. The novel presents fleshed-out and engaging 

characters, even if it sticks to the tried-and-true side of historical 

fiction. Even the most ardent World War 2 buff can find plenty to 

enjoy here, especially with the focus on one of the less publicized 

battles of the war.

- Robin Gross



Saturday, August 13th at 4 pm  
Brian Keene, Pressure

Off the coast of tropical Mauritius, an ecological 
catastrophe with global implications is occurring. 
The ocean’s floor is collapsing at a rapid rate. 
World-champion free diver and marine biologist 
Carrie Anderson joins a scientific expedition 

determined to discover the cause-and how to stop it. But what 
they uncover is even more horrific. Deep beneath the surface, 
something is awake. Something hungry. Something...cold. Now, 
the pressure builds as Carrie and her colleagues must contend with 
the murderous operatives of a corrupt corporation, an unnatural 
disaster that grows bigger by the day, and a monstrous predator 
that may spell the extinction of all mankind.

Brian Keene is the author of over forty books. His novel, The Rising, is often 
credited (along with Robert Kirkman’s The Walking Dead comic and Danny 
Boyle’s 28 Days Later film) with inspiring pop culture’s current interest in 
zombies. Keene has also written for media properties such as Doctor Who, 
The X-Files, Hellboy, and Masters of the Universe. Several of Keene’s works 
have been developed for film.

Friday August 19th at 7pm  
Ann Hood, The Book that Matters Most 

Ava’s twenty-five-year marriage has fallen apart, 
and her two grown children are pursuing their 
own lives outside of the country. Ava joins a book 
group, not only for her love of reading but also 
out of sheer desperation for companionship. The 

group’s goal throughout the year is for each member to present the 
book that matters most to them. Ava rediscovers a mysterious book 
from her childhood—one that helped her through the traumas 
of the untimely deaths of her sister and mother. Alternating with 
Ava’s story is that of her troubled daughter Maggie, who, living in 
Paris, descends into a destructive relationship with an older man. 
Ava’s mission to find that book and its enigmatic author takes her 
on a quest that unravels the secrets of her past and offers her and 
Maggie the chance to remake their lives.

Ann Hood is the author of the bestselling novels The Knitting Circle, The 
Obituary Writer, The Red Thread, and Somewhere Off the Coast of Maine. 
Her memoir, Comfort: A Journey Through Grief, in which she shares her 
personal story of losing her 5 year old daughter Grace in 2002, was a New 
York Times Editor’s Choice and named one of the top 10 non-fiction books  
of 2008 by Entertainment Weekly.

Author & special Events
Looking for some  

great summer reads?  
Great picks are now in paperback!

The Little Paris Bookshop  
by Nina George 
(Broadway Books)

Set on a floating barge along the Seine,  
this is a love letter to books - and to the 
complicated, sometimes broken people  
who are healed by them.

The Sympathizer  
by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
(Grove Press) 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.  
The narrator, a half-French, half-Vietnamese 
communist army captain is a man of divided 

loyalties: a communist sleeper agent in America after the 
Vietnam War.

A Spool of Blue Thread 
by Anne Tyler 
(Ballantine Books)

This is Abby Whitshank’s tale of how she  
fell in love with Red that day in July 1959. 

 
The Soul of an Octopus 
by Sy Montgomery 
(Atria Books)

A moving exploration of the intelligence 
and personality of one of the world’s most 
mysterious, beguiling creatures.

My Grandmother Asked Me  
to Tell You She’s Sorry  
by Fredrik Backman 
(Washington Square Press)

Elsa’s crazy grandmother dies, leaving  
behind a series of letters apologizing to 
people she has wronged and Elsa is tasked 

with the adventure of delivering them. From the author of  
A Man Called Ove.



Another Brooklyn 
by Jacqueline Woodson 
(Amistad)

“National Book Award-winning author Jacqueline 
Woodson has crafted a beautiful, heart-wrenching 
novel of a young girl’s coming-of-age in Brooklyn. 

Effortlessly weaving poetic prose, Woodson tells the story of the 
relationships young women form, their yearning to belong, and 
the bonds that are created — and broken. Brooklyn itself is a vivid 
character in this tale — a place at first harsh, but one that becomes 
home and plays a role in each character’s future. Woodson is one of 
the most skilled storytellers of our day, and I continue to love and 
devour each masterpiece she creates!”  
 - Nicole Yasinsky, The Booksellers at Laurelwood, Memphis, TN

The Invisible Life of Ivan Isaenko  
by Scott Stambach 
(St. Martin’s Press)

“Seventeen-year-old Ivan Isaenko has spent his 
entire life in a cloistered world, but he possesses a 
keen intellect and an understanding of humanity 

that far exceeds the confines of the Mazyr Hospital for Gravely 
Ill Children in Belarus. Severely physically handicapped due 
to radiation poisoning, Ivan has never had a friend beyond his 
caregivers at the hospital — until Polina is admitted. The two teens 
form a fast and indelible bond that will leave readers in awe of the 
tenacity of their commitment. Heartbreaking and awe-inspiring.”  
 - Pamela Klinger-Horn, Excelsior Bay Books, Excelsior, MN

The Muse 
by Jessie Burton 

(Ecco)

“Burton’s follow-up to The Miniaturist also takes 
place in the art world, but this time the settings 
alternate between London in the 1960s and pre-

Civil War Spain in the 1930s. In 1967, a long-lost work by a dead 
Spanish painter turns up in London. Is it really an original Isaac 
Robles? Or is there a more complicated story behind the intriguing 
painting? A fun read with interesting meditations on the purpose 
and making of art.”  
 - Susan Taylor, Book House of Stuyvesant Plaza, Albany, NY

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdAssAH Book CLuB

8/1 @ 7pm The Book of Joan,  
 Melissa Rivers

9/12 @ 7pm Family Matters,  
 Burton Bernstein

QuEEr Book CLuB

8/17 @ 7pm High Desert,  
 Katherine Forrest

9/21 @ 7pm  Will Grayson,  
 Will Grayson, 
 John Green and  
 David Levithan

WAyLANd sQuArE 
NEIgHBorHood MEEtINg

 8/24 & 9/28@ 7pm

Book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

HoLd oN to  
tHosE rECEIPts!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIds’ story Hours

All story times are on  
hiatus in August

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


