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Staff PickS

rabbit cake 
by annie hartnett 
(Tin House Books)

Annie Hartnett’s debut novel, Rabbit Cake, 
is a truly unique tale told through the eyes of 
12-year-old Elvis, who is trying to make sense 

of the sleep-swimming death of her mother. While Elvis 
seeks to explain her loss through medical texts, her sister’s 
sleepwalking becomes out of control, and her father grieves 
by wearing his wife’s belongings.Through it all the Babbit 
family attempts to save one another as they try to heal. 
Rabbit Cake is an exploration of life, death, and how grief can 
tear a family apart, and put them back together. This debut is 
smart, dark comedy that you won’t be able to put down. 

- Susan Schlesinger

The Singing Bones  
by Shaun Tan
(Arthur A. Levine Books)

Neil Gaiman’s quote about these sculptures 
is, “I want to squeeze them in my hands as 

I walk in the dark.” Me, I want only to look at the beautiful 
pictures that illustrate this one of a kind interpretation of 
the brothers Grimm. This is not a children’s book. Rather 
The Singing Bones is a book for adults who want to 
revisit childhood, perhaps, but also take a trip deep into the 
unconscious mind with all its fluctuations from terror to 
wonder. There is a profound depth to the artist’s simplicity of 
form. Just check out The Turnip. Read the bite size story and 
see what your imagination can evoke.

-Dora Truong

hello World! Birds 
by Jill McDonald
(Doubleday Books for Young Readers)

Spring is on its way and this book is a perfect 
introduction to the world of birds. The brightly colored 
illustrations combine with fun facts about roosters, ducks, 
pigeons, woodpeckers, toucans and flamingos. Great for 
babies and toddlers.

-Chris Byrnes

Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk  
by Kathleen rooney
(St. Martin’s Press)

Lillian Boxfish is a delightful character in 
an equally delightful book. Having lived in 
Manhattan since the thirties, she has survived 

into the mid eighties and retired. After a brilliant career 
writing advertising for Macy’s she now has more time to 
write verses.  She is no novice with books of verses to her 
credit. My favorite part is this woman is based on a real 
character. Kathleen Rooney writes so well you find yourself 
strolling Manhattan’s teeming streets with Lillian as she 
reminisces over her fascinating life.

-Dora Truong

Unreliable  
by Lee Irby  
(Doubleday)

Traveling home to Richmond, VA for his 
mother’s wedding, dysfunctional college 
professor Edwin Stith gets wrapped up in the 
dysfunction of his soon-to-be step family, his 

former friends and lovers. And to make matters worse, his 
student/lover may be on her way too. Edwin is our charming, 
bumbling Unreliable narrator. It’s impossible to separate fact 
from fantasy in Edwin’s mind-and that’s part of the macabre 
fun of Lee Irby’s latest novel. Set amidst the glorious/faded 
history of the south, Irby makes the locale as much a part of 
the story as the characters themselves. A swiftly paced tale 
that takes place over just one weekend, you will finish the 
book, think about it for a while, then go pick it back up again.  
An engaging story!

-Jennifer Kandarian



Monday, March 6 at 4pm

Benjamin Alire Saenz, The 
Inexplicable Logic of My Life

The first day of senior year: Everything is 
about to change. Until this moment, Sal 
has always been certain of his place with his 

adoptive gay father and their loving Mexican-American 
family. But now his own history unexpectedly haunts him, and 
life-altering events force him and his best friend, Samantha, 
to confront issues of faith, loss, and grief. Sal discovers that 
he no longer knows who he really is—but if Sal’s not who he 
thought he was, who is he?

Benjamin Alire Saenz is an acclaimed writer for adults and teens. 
His first book of poetry,Calendar of Dust, won the American Book 
Award, and his most recent volume of short stories, Everything Begins 
and Ends at the Kentucky Club, won the PEN/Faulkner Award for 
Fiction. His teen novel Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe won a Michael L. Printz Honor Award, the Pura Belpre 
Award, and both the Lambda and the Stonewall Book Awards. A 
visual artist as well as a writer, Mr. Saenz is the chair of the creative 
writing department at University of Texas, El Paso. 

Saturday, March 11 at 4pm

Annie Hartnett, Rabbit Cake

Twelve-year-old Elvis Babbitt has a head for 
the facts: she knows science proves yellow is 
the happiest color, she knows a healthy male 
giraffe weighs about 3,000 pounds, and she 
knows that the naked mole rat is the longest 

living rodent. She knows she should plan to grieve her 
mother, who has recently drowned while sleepwalking, for 
exactly eighteen months. But there are things Elvis doesn’t 
yet know―like how to keep her sister Lizzie from poisoning 
herself while sleep-eating or why her father has started 
wearing her mother’s silk bathrobe around the house. Elvis 
investigates the strange circumstances of her mother’s death 
and finds comfort, if not answers, in the people (and animals) 
of Freedom, Alabama. As hilarious a storyteller as she is 
heartbreakingly honest, Elvis is a truly original voice in this 
exploration of grief, family, and the endurance of humor after 
loss.

Annie Hartnett was the 2013-2014 winner of the Writer in 
Residence Fellowship for the Associates of the Boston Public Library 
and has received awards and honors from the Bread Loaf School 
of English, McSweeney’s, and Indiana Review. Hartnett currently 
teaches at Grub Street, an independent writing center in Boston. 
She lives with her husband and their beloved border collie in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

author & SPecial eventS
Thursday, March 30 at 7pm

Frederic G. Reamer,  
On the Parole Board

Few people experience life inside of prison. 
Even fewer are charged with the formidable 
responsibility of deciding whether inmates 

should be released. In his twenty-four years on the Rhode 
Island Parole Board, Frederic G. Reamer has judged the 
fates of thousands of inmates, deciding which are ready to 
reenter society and which are not. It is a complicated choice 
that balances injury to victims and their families against an 
offender’s capacity for transformation.

Frederic G. Reamer is Professor in the graduate program of the 
School of Social Work, Rhode Island College, where he has been on 
the faculty since 1983. His research and teaching have addressed 
a wide range of human service issues, including mental health, 
health care, criminal justice, public welfare, and professional ethics. 
Dr.Reamer served on the State of Rhode Island Parole Board from 
1992 to 2016. 

Saturday, April 1 at 4pm

Cornelia Dean, 
Making Sense of Science

“I’m not a scientist” is a familiar refrain among 
people asked to evaluate scientific claims 
they feel are beyond their ken. Most citizens 

learn about science from media coverage, and even the most 
conscientious reporters sometimes struggle to offer a clear, 
unbiased explanation to readers. Politicians, activists, business 
spokespersons, and religious leaders with their own agendas 
to pursue also influence the way science is reported and 
discussed. Meanwhile, anyone seeking factual information on 
climate change, vaccine safety, risk of terrorist attack, or other 
topics in the news must sift through an avalanche of bogus 
assertions and self-interested spin.

Making Sense of Science seeks to equip nonscientists with 
a set of critical tools to evaluate the scientific claims and 
controversies that shape our lives. Cornelia Dean draws on 
thirty years of experience as a science journalist with the New 
York Times to expose the flawed reasoning and knowledge 
gaps that handicap readers with little background in science.

Cornelia Dean is a science writer for the New York Times and  
Writer-in-Residence at Brown University.
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a Piece of the World 
by christina Baker Kline
(William Morrow)

“A Piece of the World is a beautifully 
rendered novel about the life of Christina 
Olson, the inspiration for Andrew Wyeth’s 

famous painting Christina’s World. Moving back and forth 
between Christina’s childhood and her long-term relationship 
with Wyeth during her middle years, A Piece of the 
World captures the internal struggles of a young woman 
living with a physically debilitating disease in rural Maine. 
Baker Kline does a masterful job of giving us insight into 
a fiercely independent woman who has suffered so many 
disappointments but still manages to create a fulfilling life for 
herself and inspire those around her with her strength.” 

- Phyllis Spinale, Wellesley Books, Wellesley, MA

The Fall of Lisa Bellow
by Susan Perabo
(Simon & Schuster)

“I was surprised by the lasting impact of 
this novel. Though it speaks to a horrible 
crime, it is not the crime that becomes the 

plot, but rather the crime’s impact. This book is an intimate 
look at adolescence — of how gritty and hard it can be. 
Through Meredith’s eyes, we are reminded of the tug-of-
war between needing family and needing independence, 
the way that friendship and loyalty can get lost in the status 
wars of high-school cliques, and how innocence and wisdom 
twist together to leave behind something much more 
complex. I loved this book for its intimacy rather than its 
sensationalism.” 

- Susan McCloskey, Bookshop Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA

indie next liSt
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.

HadaSSaH BOOk CLuB

3/6 @ 7pm My Own Words,  
 Ruth Bader Ginsberg

4/3 @ 7pm Such Good Girls,  
 Richard Rosen

QueeR BOOk CLuB

3/15 @ 7pm  The Gods of Tango,  
 Carolina DeRobertis

4/19 @ 7pm Breakfast on Pluto,  
 Patrick McCabe

WayLand SQuaRe 
neIgHBORHOOd MeeTIng

3/22 @ 7pm & 4/26 @ 7pm

WaTeRMan STReeT  
dOg PaRk MeeTIng

3/14@ 7pm & 4/11 @ 7pm

kIdS’ STORy HOuRS

Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if our story hours are still taking place.

Book cluBS & 
diScuSSion GrouPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.


