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Adeline Dieudonné is the author of  
the Winter Spring 2020 Indies  
Introduce adult debut Real 
Life (World Editions), translated  
by Roland Glasser.
Dieudonné is a Belgian author who 
lives in Brussels. Real Life, her debut 
novel, was published in France in 2018 
and has since been awarded many ma-
jor French literary prizes. Dieudonné 
also performs as a stand-up comedian.
Here, Susan Schlesinger talks with 
Dieudonné about her debut.

Susan Schlesinger: Real Life addresses 
universal themes of death, coming of age, 
and the oft-times damaging dynamics of 
family relationships, all told through the 
eyes of a young girl. Were you aware that 
her story would speak to so many?

Adeline Dieudonné: No, absolutely not. 
The story was speaking to myself; I had 

this little voice in my head and I wanted to 
listen to it, to try to turn into words what it 
was whispering as accurately as I could. 
I couldn’t imagine this story and my little 
heroine would mean so much to so many 
people. And that’s overwhelming for me to 
know that they exist in so many hearts.

SS: The young heroine in Real Life is never 
named. Why did you choose to have her 
remain nameless while telling her story?

AD: I don’t really know why I didn’t give her 
a name. Maybe because I didn’t really need 
it and I don’t like to name my characters. If 
it’s not essential, I don’t do it. Another clue 
could be the fact that Real Life is a mix be-
tween fairy tale and reality. It was a tricky 
balance I had to maintain between both. 
And I had the intuition that naming the little 
girl could break that delicate balance.

But I know her name ;-) 

SS: The two young children see death every 
day in the form of the father’s trophy room, 
which is filled with stuffed carcasses from 
his big game hunting expeditions —  
but then they witness a violent accident. 
How does that affect their relationship  
with death?

AD: When they see someone dying right be-
fore their eyes, they realize how fragile they 
are, their own vulnerability, how death and 
suffering are never far away. We all experi-
ence that one day or another. The dark side 
of life. How do you live with it? Especially 
when you are a child and your parents are 
not supportive at all? How do you find a way 
to create some light in that darkness? And 
the stuffed carcasses of the trophy room 
take on another color. The little girl realizes 
they were real living animals before. Of 
course, she knew it somehow, but now she 
really sees them as dead bodies.

SS: Could you tell us more about the evolu-
tion of the relationship between the heroine 
and her mother?

AD: I loved writing about it because it’s 
complex. In the beginning of the story, the 
little girl has a harsh opinion about her 
mother because she’s angry; her mother 
doesn’t protect her, doesn’t seem to care 
about her children. She’s obsessed with her 
little goats. In fact, she’s being destroyed by 
her husband. She’s lost all her self-esteem, 
her voice; she doesn’t see herself as a per-
son anymore, so she doesn’t see herself as 
a mother. But something is going to change 
when she realizes that her husband begins 
to be violent with her daughter. Some kind 
of sisterhood will appear between the 
mother and the girl, against the misogynist 
father. The growing little girl will see her 
mother differently, appreciate her intel-
ligence and the terrible waste of her life. I 
would be very interested to see how their 
relationship evolves after the end of the 
story, for the rest of their lives.

SS: What inspired you to tell this story?

AD: I just had the image of these two 
children witnessing the accident that 
happens in the beginning. And I wanted 
to know what would happen to them. How 
could they keep on living after that? It was 
just after the terrorist attacks in France and 
Belgium. I was wondering how violence af-
fects our lives and also asking myself: How 
does a child become a murderer? I’m sure 
there are a lot of answers to these ques-
tions, but I wanted to explore one of them. 
I read We Need to Talk About Kevin by 
Lionel Shriver at the same time and loved it, 
and I read again The Little Girl Who Loved 
Tom Gordon by Stephen King, and it also 
inspired me



Real Life 
by Adeline Dieudone 
(World Editions)

Real Life is a raw, dark, and profoundly 
powerful coming of age tale. Adeline 
Dieudonné brings to life a heroine for the 
modern world. The book grabs you with the 

opening lines; “Our house had four bedrooms. There was 
mine,my little brother Sam’s room, that of my parents, and 
the one with the carcasses.” The father is a big game hunter, 
physically abusive, and the mother lives in a state of fear. The 
foreshadowing of domestic violence and fear quickly turns 
to terror with a violent death that the children witness. This 
senseless act of violence tears the relationship of the siblings, 
our narrator notices Sam has developed a relationship with 
the carcasses and their father. She is determined to save him 
from himself, their father, and the outside world both real and 
imagined. This debut has won many awards in France, and its 
taut prose, dark comedy, and compelling story will keep you up 
at night until you reach the end.

-Susan Schlesinger

 
Recollections of  My Nonexistence 

by Rebecca Solnit 
(Viking)

Learning the backstory of people we admire 
can be fascinating. Rebecca Solnit, author of 
Call Them By Their True Names and Men 
Explain Things to Me, opens up about her life 

and the people and places that helped her become who she 
is today. As she talks about her life, she also talks about the 
treatment of women in our society. How women are made 
voiceless, are unheard, and the danger of being violated, hurt, 
or killed by men. How she felt voiceless and nonexistent. 
Knowing where she came from has made her even more 
relatable to me, and shows us how her experiences shaped 
what she writes about.

- Percy Sutton

STAFF PICKS

Writers & Lovers  
by Lily King 
(Grove Press)

Casey is an aspiring writer who gets by 
waitressing in Cambridge. Her life is a mess with 
broken relationships and writer’s block is keeping 
her from finishing her novel. She wonders if 

she should just hang it all up to go the traditional route like a lot 
of her friends. Coming back to a more contemporary setting 
after Euphoria, Lily King takes us on what seems like a semi-
autobiographical journey. A fun read about a writer trying to get a 
handle on love and life while pursuing her dream.

- Percy Sutton

Things in Jars  
by Jess Kidd  
(Atria Books)

It’s a true pleasure to meet Bridie Divine, 
protagonist of Things in Jars by Jess Kidd.  
Bridie is a detective in mid-1800s London, 
a pipe-smoking, ghost-seeing detective 

unlike any you’ve ever encountered.  She is brought the 
cases strange and unsolvable, and uses her experience as a 
child resurrectionist and doctor’s apprentice to solve cases.  
Charged with finding Christable Berwick, stolen secret child of 
a nobleman who was born different and valuable to collectors 
of the “unusual.”  The case takes Bridie down paths of those 
collectors, from circus showmen to private anatomists and the 
villains who make the deals in between. Assisting Bridie is an 
eclectic collection of misfits that range from the giantess Cora 
to street sweeper Jem, every character worthy of their very 
own book!  I loved Things in Jars and hope to share this book 
with everyone I know!

- Jennifer Kandarian

I Go Quiet   
by David Ouimet 
(Norton Young Readers)

I I loved this book because it spoke to me.  With 
ornate, steampunk influenced illustrations, 
Ouimet transmits how those who are quiet 

and different feel in a crowd, how those who speak softly don’t 
always get heard, how they brace themselves to function 
in the world, and how one child finds a way to express their 
voice.  This book is for the quiet ones and those who want to 
understand them. Picture book for kids ages 6–8.

- Percy Sutton



Stamped: Racism, Antiracism,  
and You  
by Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers)

Jason Reynolds has taken Ibram X. Kendi’s 
Stamped from the Beginning and made it 

accessible for young adults, or any adult, for that matter. It 
covers the history of racist ideas in America, and the hope for a 
better future using the concept of antiracism. An enlightening, 
clear-cut treatise on racism and antiracism, giving us a look 
at where we are and where we could be. This book is a great 
starting point for an understanding of racism in America.

- Percy Sutton

When We Were Vikings  
by Andrew David Macdonald 
(Scout Press)

Zelda is determined to be a heroine. She has 
just turned 21, her parents are dead, her older 
brother Gert is her caretaker, and she is on the 

fetal alcohol spectrum. Gert is in college on scholarship, and 
Zelda spends many of her days at the library, reading about 
Vikings, and at the Community Center for Literacy and Social 
classes. Zelda likes rules, she can speak the Viking language, 
and she admires the Valkyrie. She would also like to have sex 
with her boyfriend Marxy, but his mother keeps getting in the 
way of their relationship. When she discovers that her brother 
has been lying to her, and may be in trouble, Zelda decides that 
she must become the warrior that she is meant to be in order 
to save her tribe, and to create the life that she deserves. For 
fans of The Silver Linings Playbook and Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine, this book could definitely be a young adult 
crossover title as well.

- Susan Schlesinger

 
The Seep  
by Chana Porter 
(Soho Press)

What would happen if the world was suddenly 
turned into an utopia? What if everyone had an 
intimate understanding of one another and all 
our troubles faded away? What would the world 

be like if anything you can dream became a possibility? Chana 
Porter’s debut novel puts a new spin on the alien invasion 
trope. Instead of trying to take over Earth, an alien species 
known as The Seep gives humans everything they need to 
have a perfect life. However, perfection doesn’t always bring 
happiness. When Trina’s wife decides she’d like to leave her 
life behind and be reborn anew, our protagonist is shattered. 
Alone and broken-hearted, she navigates a world where 
instant happiness is not as good as it seems and grief can truly 
transform a person. This novel is a wonderful exploration of the 
possibilities and pitfalls of paradise. A recommend read!

- Matt Kandarian

STAFF PICKS

Looking to 
Start a 

Bookclub?
We’ve had a lot of interest in starting  
up some new book clubs.   If  you  
would like to be a book club leader  
and host a monthly book club, send  
requests to   jennifer@booksq.com 
-some ideas are Paperback Fiction,  
Current Events, History, Mystery or...? 
 
Book clubs must be open to the public, 
meet on a specific day/time monthly  
and choose book lists in advance.



HADASSAH BOOK CLUB

3/2 @ 7pm The Forger’s Spell, 
 Edward Dolnick

4/6 @ 7pm Love and Other  
 Consolation Prizes, 
 Jamie Ford

QUEER BOOK CLUB

3/18 @ 7pm La Bastarda, 
 Trifonia Melibea Obono

4/15 @ 7pm The Sparsholt Affair, 
 Alan James Hollinghurst

 
KIDS’ STORY HOURS

Mon., Babies  10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids  11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if  our story hours are still taking place.

BOOK CLUBS & 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

SAVE THOSE 
RECEIPTS!

In the months of  January and July, 
bring in any of  your old Books on 
the Square receipts and we will add 
them up and give you a store credit 
worth 10% of  your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you 
for your business! Speak to an 
associate for details.

In Five Years 
by Rebecca Serle 

(Atria Books)

“Rebecca Serle’s In Five Years has so many of 
the things I want in a terrific novel: a twisty plot 
that leaves me guessing; radically unexpected 
developments; settings that I can see, smell, and 

taste; and probably the thing that Serle does best — an introduc-
tion to characters I’ll grow to care about and shed tears with. That 
last one? The tear thing? In Five Years had me weeping for the 
last part of a coast-to-coast flight, prompting the flight attendant to 
hand me a drink because, she said, it looked like I needed one.  
I loved this book and can’t wait to offer it to readers.” 

- Nick Petrulakis, Brookline Booksmith, Brookline, MA

The Animals at Lockwood Manor 
by Jane Healey  
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

“During WWII, Hetty Cartwright arrives at Lock-
wood Manor to take care of specimens from a 
natural history museum in London. The hosts of 

the large manor, the controlling Major and his anxious daughter, 
Lucy, welcome Hetty and the specimens but don’t fully under-
stand her. As time passes, there are ghosts, unexplained visitors, 
fears, and moving animals that make the job of safekeeping the 
animals and fossils difficult. This book is a page-turner, a thriller, 
a love story, and a moving story with surprises.”

-Lauren Zimmerman, The Writer’s Block Bookstore, Winter Park, FL

INDIE NEXT LIST
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.


