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Open Mon-Sat 9am-9pm, Sunday 10am-6pm 

Check Us Out on Facebook and Twitter!

Voted Best
Independent Bookstore  

in Providence by the  
Providence Monthly

Come Party with us on Saturday, May 7th!

11:00 am a special story time with Chris Byrnes,  
 featuring the thank you Book by  
 mo millems with activities to follow.

Noon scavenger hunt begins and will last until  
 all of  the treasures have been found! 

2:00 - 4:00 marcyKate Connelly, the author of  
 Monstrous, and ravenous, along with   
 monica tesler, the author of Bounders  
 will visit us to talk about science Fiction  
 and Fantasy, with a Q&a to follow.

 
there will also be surprises and  
giveaways throughout the day!

Children’s Book Sale
may 2-8th

20% off  
all in-stock children’s books  

(special orders not included)



Staff Picks

Modern Lovers
by Emma Straub
(Riverhead Books)

The author of The Vacationers is back with another 

fun piece of fiction. Modern Lovers narrates the 

lives of several dear friends who rocked out in a 

band together as youths. Now they find themselves middle aged, 

seriously adulting, and raising teens of their own. The characters 

are real enough to feel like someone your own family might see 

around the neighborhood, if your neighborhood were an up and 

coming corner of Brooklyn. Perfectly poised for a warm-weather 

release, Modern Lovers will be an absorbing read for your summer.

-Emily Heney

The Nest  
by Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney 

(Ecco)

Amy Poeler couldn’t stop reading this book and 

neither could I.  After reading her blurb on the 

cover my only thought was, “I’ll just see about 

that!”  Before the second chapter my only thought was whether or 

not the book would finish as well as it started.  Cynthia D’Aprix 

Sweeney delivered to a very satisfying end.  Her characters were 

believable, recognizable and ultimately charming even amidst 

dysfunction.  Most of their problem stemmed from an inheritance 

that they were meant to share.  Need I say more?  If you like a 

family saga that is amusing and gentle in its mockery of human 

foibles; this may be the book for you.

- Dora Truong

I’m Traveling Alone
by Samuel Bjork 

(Viking)

A welcome addition to the Scandinavian mystery 

genre, I’m Traveling Alone is by Samuel Bjork (pen 

name of Norwegian novelist/playwright/musician 

Frode Sander Oien). A tense thriller with remarkably real (and 

really flawed) characters, the story narrative is driven by events of 

the past. Main characters Holger Munch and Mia Kruger are at the 

center of the investigation and (try) not to let their personal issues 

get in the way. I’m hopeful that this is just the beginning of an 

amazing series featuring the Oslo homicide unit.

-Jennifer Kandarian

Night Speed  
by Chris Howard
(Katherine Tegen Books)

17-year-old undercover agent Alana West has been 

trained to use tetra, a dangerous and addictive drug 

that provides a 9-minute burst of superhuman 

speed and strength. Alana is a deadly blur as she chases and 

apprehends criminals who abuse tetra to rob banks and make 

dangerous getaways, like the breakneck who almost killed her kid 

brother. But after she infiltrates a group of breaknecks in order 

to find their dealer and end their supply forever, she finds herself 

stuck between new moral questions about the world she lives in 

and her own growing dependency on the drug. Night Speed is an 

adrenaline-filled and unpredictable YA sci-fi thriller.

- Katie Perkins

The ABCs of Adulthood 
by Deborah Copaken and Randy Polumbo 

(Chronicle Books)

Copaken and Providence’s own Polumbo have 

collaborated to produce a wonderfully witty and 

insightful little alphabet book for adults, full of 

the sort of advice those of any age may appreciate. Whimsical 

photos accompany each letter of the alphabet, complimenting the 

advice, resulting in a great book for graduates, or anyone else at a 

crossroads in life. 

- Andrew Devrell

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper 
by Phaedra Patrick 
(MIRA)

This is a tale of mystery, hope, and above all a 

love story. You will be charmed by 69 year-old 

Arthur, you really can’t help it. His story begins 

on the 1 year anniversary of the death of his beloved Miriam. They 

had always lived a simple life, and kept to a strict schedule, which 

Arthur continued to maintain. Sorting through her belongings, he 

discovers a charm bracelet that he has never seen before. He finds 

a telephone number engraved on the bracelet, which takes him on 

a journey to find the mysteries of the charms, and the mysteries of 

his love, Miriam. If you enjoyed A Man Called Ove, or The Storied 

Life of A. J. Fikry, this is your next favorite book.

- Susan Schlesinger



Thurs. May 5 at 7pm 
Larry Siems, ed., Guantánamo Diary  
by Mohamedou Ould Slahi 
in conjunction with the ACLU-Rhode Island

Since 2002, Mohamedou Slahi has been 
imprisoned at the detention camp at Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba. In all these years, the United States has 

never charged him with a crime. A federal judge ordered his release 
in March 2010, but the U.S. government fought that decision, 
and there is no sign that the United States plans to let him go. 
Three years into his captivity Slahi began a diary, recounting his 
life before he disappeared into U.S. custody, “his endless world 
tour” of imprisonment and interrogation, and his daily life as a 
Guantánamo prisoner. His diary is not merely a vivid record of a 
miscarriage of justice, but a deeply personal memoir---terrifying, 
darkly humorous, and surprisingly gracious. Published now for the 
first time, Guantánamo Diary is a document of immense historical 
importance and a riveting and profoundly revealing read.

Larry Siems is a writer and human rights activist and for many years directed 
the Freedom to Write program at PEN American Center. He is the author, 
most recently, of The Torture Report: What the Documents Say About 
America’s Post-9/11 Torture Program. He lives in New York.

Thurs., June 2nd at 7pm 
Carolyn Eckert, Your Idea Starts Here

With change happening faster and faster in our 
tech-ruled world, being able to think creatively, 

flexibly, and quickly is more important than ever. In Your Idea 
Starts Here, graphic designer Carolyn Eckert offers 77 specific 
questions, techniques, and exercises — cleverly combined with 
fascinating infographics and other visuals — to jump-start creative 
thinking. Don’t know what you want your project to be? Make a list 
of things you don’t want it to be. Wondering where to start? Say 
one word that relates to your idea and invite a friend to say another 
word that relates to yours. See where five or ten rounds take you. 
Work within a time limit, look in unexpected places, think tiny, 
do the opposite, shuffle your papers, and explore your creativity to 
the fullest! There’s something here to inspire and strengthen every 
smart idea, all in an innovative little book that makes a perfect gift 
for anyone, including yourself.

Carolyn Eckert is an art director with more than 20 years‘ experience 
designing books, magazines, logos, advertisements, and telephone  
operating systems. A BFA graduate of The Rhode Island School of Design, 
she‘s trained numerous graphic designers and has been a design consultant 
for classes at Smith College and Amherst College.

author & Special Events

A Robot in the Garden  
by Deborah Install 

(Sourcebooks Landmark)

Ben’s life is a mess. His marriage is falling 

apart. He hasn’t had a job in years. He wallows 

in depression. And to top it all off, a strange 

robot named Acrid Tang wandered into his garden and won’t go 

away. Install’s lovely debut novel is an exploration of the unlikely 

friendship between a broken man and a ramshackle automaton. 

As the duo cross the world in order to find the robot’s maker, Tang 

shows Ben that sometimes you need to open your heart to others 

before you can learn to truly love yourself. 

- Matt Kandarian

The Assistants 
by Camille Perri 

(G.P. Putnam’s Sons)

Tina Fontana is the 30-year-old assistant to 

Robert Barlow, the CEO of a multinational media 

conglomerate. Tina has always played by the rules. 

She is good at her job, and appreciated by her boss, but after 6 

years of pouring drinks that cost more than her rent, she’s still 

broke, bored, and frustrated with the realities of income inequality. 

When a technical error in Barlow’s expense report gives Tina 

the opportunity to pay off her student loan in full -- mere pocket 

change to her billionaire boss -- she struggles with the decision. 

Until the other assistants step forward...and suddenly Tina finds 

herself unwittingly playing Robin Hood for a whole league of 

disenfranchised millenials. A story of class warfare and criminal 

redemption “masquerading as chick lit,” The Assistants is a wry 

and hilarious read.

- Katie Perkins

Staff Picks



Everybody’s Fool 
by Richard Russo 
(Knopf)

“While any new book from Richard Russo is a 
cause for celebration, to have one that revisits 
the characters from a beloved classic feels 

like a gift from the literary gods. Everybody’s Fool returns 
to North Bath, New York, the setting for Russo’s breakout 
novel from 1993, Nobody’s Fool. No one writes better 
about the quirks, petty jealousies, hard times, humor, and 
heartbreak of small town America. Everybody’s Fool is good 
old fashioned storytelling at its finest!”  
 - Shawn Donley, Powell’s Books, Portland, OR

LaRose 
by Louise Erdrich 
(Harper)

“When a hunting accident results in the death of 
his neighbor’s son, Landreaux Iron follows native 
tradition and offers his own son, LaRose, to the 

bereaved family. Thus begins a powerful story of anger, love, hurt, 
and joy among a group of families and neighbors living in a small 
community in the North Dakota hinterland. Erdrich’s luminous 
prose captures each character’s struggle to overcome their worst 
impulses – whether it’s a handicapped man’s long-nurtured quest 
for revenge, or the pain of a mother withholding her love from 
her daughter – and reaches into the distant past to reveal the story 
of the young boy’s namesake, the original LaRose. Muted on the 
surface, but with a heart that beats strong, Erdrich’s latest novel is a 
book to be treasured.”  
 - Peter Sherman, Wellesley Books, Wellesley, MA

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

hadaSSah Book CLuB

5/2 @ 7pm Henna House,  
 Nomi Eve

6/6 @ 7pm The Liberation of  
 the Camps, Dan Stone

QuEEr Book CLuB

5/18 @ 7pm The City and the Pillar,  
 Gore Vidal

6/15 @ 7pm Happiness,  
 Like Water,  
 Chinelo Okparanta

WayLaNd SQuarE 
NEIghBorhood MEEtINg

5/25 & 6/22 @ 7pm

Book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

hoLd oN to  
thoSE rECEIPtS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ Story hourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


